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[1.] Incorporation with special Act 

This Act shall extend only to such harbours, dock, or piers as shall be authorized by any Act 

of Parliament hereafter to be passed which shall declare that this Act shall be incorporated 

therewith; and all the clauses of this Act, save so far as they shall be expressly varied or 

excepted by any such Act shall apply to the undertaking authorized thereby, so far as they are 

applicable to such undertaking, and shall, with the clauses of every other Act incorporated 

therewith, form part of such Act, and be construed therewith as forming one Act. 

 

 

Interpretation 

And with respect to the construction of this Act, and any Act incorporated therewith, be it 

enacted as follows: 

 

2. “THE SPECIAL ACT.” – The expression “the special Act” used in this Act shall be 

construed to mean any Act which shall be hereafter passed authorizing the construction or 

improving of an harbour, dock, or pier, and with which this Act shall be incorporated; 

“PRESCRIBED.” – And the word “prescribed” used in this Act in reference to any 

matter herein stated shall be construed to refer to such matter as the same shall be 

prescribed or provided for in the special Act, and the sentence in which such word occurs 

shall be construed as if instead of the word “prescribed” the expression “prescribed for 

that purpose in the special Act” had been used; 

“THE PRESCRIBED LIMITS.” – And the expression “the prescribed limits” used with 

reference to the harbour, dock or pier shall mean the distance measured from the harbour, 

dock, or pier, or other local limits (if any) beyond the harbour, dock, or pier, within which 

the powers of the harbour master, dock master, or pier master, for the regulation of the 

harbour, dock, or pier, shall by the special Act be authorized to be exercised; 

“THE LANDS.” – And the expression “the lands” shall mean the lands which shall by 

the special Act be authorized to be taken or used for the purposes thereof; 

“THE HARBOUR, DOCK, OR PIER.” – The expression “the harbour, dock, or pier” shall 

mean the harbour, dock, or pier, and the words connected therewith, by the special Act 

authorized to be constructed; 

“THE HARBOUR MASTER.” – The expression “the harbour master” shall mean, with 

reference to any such harbour the harbour master, and with reference to any such dock the 

dock master, and with reference to any such pier the pier master, respectively appointed 

by virtue of this or the special Act, and with respect to all Acts authorized or required to 

be done by such harbour master, dock master, or pier master, shall included the assistants 

of every such harbour master, dock master, or pier master; 

“THE UNDERTAKERS.” – And the expression “the undertakers” shall mean the persons 

by the special Act authorized to construct the harbour, dock, or pier, or otherwise carry 

into effect the purposes of the special Act with reference thereto. 

 

3. Interpretations in this and the special Act 
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The following words and expressions in both this and the special Act, and any Act 

incorporated therewith, shall have the meanings hereby assigned to them, unless there be 

something in the subject or context repugnant to such construction; (that is to say,) 

NUMBER. – Words importing the singular number only shall include the plural number, 

and words importing the plural number only shall include the singular number: 

GENDER. – Words importing the masculine gender only shall include females: 

“PERSON.” – The word “person” shall include corporation, whether aggregate or sole: 

“LANDS.” – The word “lands” shall include messuages, lands, tenements, and 

hereditatments, or heritages, of any tenure: 

“VESSEL.” – The word “vessel” shall include ship, boat, lighter, and craft of every kind, 

and whether navigated by steam or otherwise: 

“MASTER.” – The word “master” when used in relation to any vessel, shall be understood 

to mean the person having the command or charge of the vessel for the time being: 

“OWNER.” – The word “owner” when used in relation to goods, shall be understood to 

include any consignor, consignee, shipper, or agent for sale or custody of such goods, 

as well as the owner thereof: 

“GOODS.” – The word “goods” shall include wares and merchandize of every description, 

and all articles in respect of which rates or duties are payable under the special Act: 

“RATE.” – The word “rate” shall mean any rate or duty or other payment in the nature 

thereto payable under the special Act: 

“THE COLLECTOR OF RATES.” – The expression “the collector of rates” shall mean the 

person appointed by the undertakers to collect the rates by the special Act authorized 

to be levied by them, and shall include the assistants of such collector: 

“MONTH.” – The word “month” shall mean calendar month: 

“SUPERIOR COURTS.” – The expression “superior courts” where the matter submitted to 

the cognizance of the superior courts arises in England or Ireland, shall mean her 

Majesty’s superior courts of record at Westminster or Dublin, as the case may require, 

… and where such matter arises in Scotland, shall mean the Court of session: 

“OATH.” – The word “oath” shall include affirmation in the case of Quakers, and any 

declaration lawfully substituted for an oath in the case of any other persons allowed by 

law to make a declaration instead of taking an oath: 

“COUNTY.” – The word “county” shall include any riding or other division of a country 

having a separate commission of the peace; and in Scotland shall include … any … 

division … of a county … having a separate sheriff; and shall also include county of a 

city and county of a town: 

“JUSTICE.” – The word “justice” shall mean justice of the peace acting for the place where 

the matter requiring the cognisance of any such justice arises, and where such matter 

arises in respect of lands situate not wholly in any one jurisdiction, shall mean a 

justice acting for the place where any part of such lands shall be situate; 

“TWO JUSTICES.” – And where any matter shall be authorized or required to be done by 

two justices, the expression “two justices” shall be understood to mean two or more 

justices met and acting together: 

“SHERIFF.” – The word “sheriff” shall mean the sheriff depute of the county … in 

Scotland … in which the matter submitted to the cognizance of the sheriff arises, and 

shall include the substitute of such sheriff depute … 

“QUARTER SESSIONS.” – The expression  “quarter sessions” shall mean quarter sessions as 

defined in the special Act; and if such expression be not there defined, it shall mean 

the general or quarter sessions of the peace which shall be held at the place nearest to 

the situation of the harbour, dock, or pier, for the county or place in which the harbour, 

dock, or pier or the principal office thereof, is situate, or for some division of such 

county having a separate commission of the peace: 
 

Rates 

28. Exemption of vessels in her Majesty’s or the public service, from rates 

Nothing in this or the special Act contained shall extend to charge with rates or 

duties, or to regulate or subject to any control, any vessel belonging to or employed in 
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the service of her Majesty, or any member of the royal family, or in the service of the 

Customs or Excise, or of the Corporation of Trinity House of Deptford Strond, or the 

Commissioners of Northern Lights, using the harbour, dock, or pier, and not 

conveying goods for hire, … or any of the officers or persons employed in the service 

of the Admiralty, Ordnance, Customs, Excise, …, or their baggage, or any vessel or 

goods being under seizure by the officers of revenue, or any naval, victualling, or 

ordnance stores, or other stores or goods for the service of or being the property of 

her Majesty, or any troops landed upon or delivered or disembarked from any of the 

quays of the harbour, dock, or pier, or their baggage; but all such vessels, officers, or 

persons as aforesaid shall have the free use of the harbour, dock, or pier, without any 

charge or rate being made for using the same: Provided always that if any person 

claim and take the benefit of any such exemption as aforesaid without being entitled 

thereto, he shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten 

pounds. 

 

29. Vessels returning from stress of weather 

If any vessel for which the rates have been paid be obliged, from stress of weather or 

other sufficient cause, after leaving the harbour, dock, or pier, to return with the same 

cargo, the rates so paid shall not again be payable in respect of such vessel. 

 

32. Power to compound for tolls payable in respect of passenger vessels, or by 

persons using the harbour, etc., for purposes of business or pleasure. 
 

The undertakers may from time to time agree with the proprietors or masters of 

vessels engaged in transporting passengers, or with any other persons using the dock, 

harbour, or pier, either for purposes of business or pleasure, for the payment of a 

fixed sum, payable in advance, as a composition, by the year or other shorter period, 

for the rates payable by or in respect of such passengers or their luggage, or by such 

other persons as aforesaid: Provided always, that if the undertakers at any time make 

any such agreement by way of composition as aforesaid, the proprietors or masters of 

all other vessels engaged in like manner, and all other persons using or frequenting 

the harbour, dock, or pier as aforesaid, may compound for the rates payable by them 

respectively upon the like terms as shall be contained in such agreement, and the 

undertakers shall accept such composition accordingly, to the intent that such rates 

may not be compounded for partially or in favour of any particular person or party 

whatsoever. 

 

33. Harbour, dock, and pier to be free to the public on payment of rates 

Upon payment of the rates made payable by this and the special Act, and subject to 

the other provisions thereof, the harbour, dock, and pier shall be open to all persons 

for the shipping and unshipping of goods and the embarking and landing of 

passengers. 

 

Collection of rates 

34. Collector may enter vessels to ascertain rates payable 

The collector of rates may, either alone or with any other persons, enter into any 

vessel within the limits of the harbour, dock, or pier, in order to ascertain the rates 

payable in respect of such vessel, or of any goods therein. 

 

35. Master to report arrival of vessel 

Within twenty-four hours after the arrival within the limits of the harbour, dock, or 

pier of any vessel liable to rates, the master of such vessel shall report such arrival to 

the harbour master; and if he fail to make such report within the time aforesaid he 

shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 
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36. Master to produce certificate of registry 

The master of every registered vessel shall, on demand, produce the certificate of the 

registry of such vessel to the collector of rates; and if any such master refuse or 

neglect to make such production, on demand, he shall be liable to a penalty not 

exceeding twenty pounds. 

 

 

 

43. Penalty for evading payment of rates 

If the master of any vessel or the owner of any goods evade the payment of the rates 

payable to the undertakers in respect of such vessel or goods, or any part thereof, he 

shall pay to them three times the amount of the rates of which he shall so have evaded 

payment, and the same shall be recovered from such master or owner respectively in 

the same manner as penalties imposed by this Act are directed to be recovered, or by 

action in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

 

44. Recovery of tonnage rates by distraint and sale of ship and tackle 

If the master of any vessel in respect of which any rate is payable to the undertakers 

refuse or neglect to pay the same, or any part thereof, the collector of rates may, with 

such assistance as he may deem necessary, go on board of such vessel and demand 

such rates, and on non-payment thereof, or any part thereof, take, distrain, or arrest, 

of his own authority, such vessel, and the tackle, apparel, and furniture belonging 

thereto, or any part thereof, and detain the matters so distrained or arrested until the 

rates are paid; and in case any of the said rates shall remain unpaid for the space of 

seven days next after any distress or arrestment so made, the said collector may 

cause the matters so distrained or arrested to be appraised by two or more sworn 

appraisers, and afterwards cause the matters distrained or arrested, or any part 

thereof, to be sold, and with the proceeds of such sale may satisfy the rates so 

unpaid, and the expences of taking, keeping, appraising, and selling the matters so 

distrained or arrested, rendering the overplus (if any) to the master of such vessel 

upon demand. 

 

45. Recovery of rates on goods by distraint and sale or by action  

If deficit be made in the payment of the rates payable in respect of any such goods the 

collector of rates may distrain or arrest, of his own authority, such goods, and for that 

purpose may enter any vessel within the limits of the harbour, dock, or pier in which 

the goods may be, with such assistance as he shall deem necessary, or, if the said 

goods have been removed without payment of such rates, he may distrain or arrest 

any other goods within the limits of the harbour, dock, or pier, or the premises of the 

undertakers, belonging to the person liable to pay such rates, and may sell the goods 

so distrained or arrested, and out of the proceeds of such sale pay the rates due to the 

undertakers, rendering the overplus, if any, to the owner of such goods, on demand, 

or the undertakers may recover such rates by action in any court having competent 

jurisdiction: Provided always, that the collector of rates shall before making any such 

distress or arrestment as aforesaid, pay all duties which may be payable to her 

majesty in respect of the goods so distrained or arrested and he may retain the amount 

of duties so paid out of the proceeds arising from the sale of such goods. 

 

46. Disputes concerning rates or charges occasioned by distress 

If any dispute arise concerning the amount of any rates due, or the charges 

occasioned by any distress or arrestment, by virtue of this or the special Act the 

person making such distress or using such arrestment may detain the goods distrained 

or arrested until the amount of the rates due, or the charges of such distress or 

arrestment, be ascertained by a justice, if in England or Ireland, or by the sheriff, if in 

Scotland, who, upon application made to him for the purpose, shall determine the 
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same, and award such costs to be paid by either of the parties to the other of them as 

he shall think reasonable, and such costs if not paid on demand, shall be levied by 

distress or poinding and sale, and such justice or sheriff shall issue his warrant 

accordingly. 

 

Harbour, dock and pier master 

51. Appointment of harbour master (including dock or pier master) 

The undertakers may appoint such harbour masters as they think necessary, 

(including in such expression dock masters and pier masters, as herein-before 

defined,) and from time to time, as often as they think fit, may remove any such 

harbour master. 

 

52. Powers of harbour master 

The harbour master may give directions for all or any of the following purposes; (that 

is to say,) 

For regulating the time at which and the manner in which any vessel shall enter into, 

go out of, or lie in or at the harbour, dock, or pier, and within the prescribed limits, if 

any, and its position, mooring or unmooring, placing and removing, whilst therein: 

For regulating the positioning which any vessel shall take in or discharge its cargo or 

any part thereof, or shall take in or land its passengers, or shall take in or deliver 

ballast within or on the harbour, dock or pier: 

For regulating the manner in which any vessel entering the harbour or dock or 

coming to the pier shall be dismantled, as well for the safety of such vessel as for 

preventing injury to other vessels, and to the harbour, dock, or pier, and the moorings 

thereof. 

For removing unserviceable vessels and other obstructions fro the harbour, dock, or 

pier, and keeping the same clear: 

For regulating the quantity of ballast or dead weight in the hold which each vessel in 

or at the harbour, dock, or pier shall have during the delivery of her cargo, or after 

having discharged the same: 

Provided always, that nothing in this or the special Act contained shall authorize the 

harbour master to do or cause to be done any act in any way repugnant to or 

inconsistent with any law relating to the Customs, or any regulation of the 

Commissioners of her Majesty’s Customs. 

 

53. Penalty on shipmasters not complying with directions, of the harbour master 

The master of every vessel within the harbour or dock, or at or near the pier, or within 

the prescribed limits, if any, shall regulate such vessel according to the directions of 

the harbour master, made in conformity with this and the special Act; and any master 

of a vessel who, after notice of any such direction by the harbour master served upon 

him, shall not forthwith regulate such vessel according to such direction shall be 

liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

 

54. Penalty on harbour master, etc., for misbehaviour 

If any harbour master, or any of his assistants, without reasonable cause, or in an 

unreasonable or unfair manner, exercise any of the powers or authorities vested in the 

harbour master by this or the special Act, the person so offending shall for every such 

offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

 

55. Penalty on persons offering bribes to officers, an on officers taking bribes 

If any person give or offer any sum of money, or any thing whatsoever, by way of 

reward or bribe to any harbour master or any officer employed in or about the 

harbour, dock, or pier, for the purpose of gaining an undue preference in the 

execution of his office, or for the purpose of inducing such harbour master or other 
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officer to do or omit to do anything relating to his office, or if such harbour master or 

other officer receive any such reward or bribe as aforesaid, every person so offending 

shall be liable for every such offence to a penalty of twenty pounds. 

 

 

56. Harbour master may remove wrecks, etc. 

The harbour master may remove any wreck or other obstruction to the harbour, dock, 

or pier, or the approaches to the same, and also any floating timber which impedes 

the navigation thereof, and the expence of removing any such wreck, obstruction, or 

floating timber shall be repaid by the owner of the same; and the harbour master may 

detain such wreck or floating timber for securing the expences, and on non-payment 

of such expences, on demand, may sell such wreck or floating timber, and out of the 

proceeds of such sale pay such expences, rendering the overplus, if any, to the owner 

on demand. 

 

57. Unserviceable vessels to be altogether removed from harbour 

No vessel which shall be laid by or neglected as unfit for sea service shall be 

permitted to lie within the limits of the harbour, dock, or pier, but the harbour master 

may cause every such vessel to be, at the expence of the owner thereof removed from 

the harbour, dock, or pier, and laid on any part of the strand or sea shore, or other 

place where the same may, without injury to any person, be placed:  and the charges 

of removing or placing such vessel may be recovered from the owner of such vessel 

by summary complaint, in England or Ireland before any justice of the peace, and in 

Scotland before the sheriff; and in case of refusal or neglect of payment of such 

charges for the space of seven days after having been awarded by such justice or 

sheriff, the harbour master may levy such charges by distress and sale or poinding 

and sale of such vessel, or of the tackle, apparel, or furniture thereof, or any part 

thereof, and the justice or sheriff shall issue his warrant accordingly. 

 

58. Powers of harbour master as to mooring of vessels in harbour 

If the master of any vessel in or at the harbour, dock, or pier, or within the prescribed 

limits, if any, shall not moor, unmoor, place, or remove the same according to the 

direction of the harbour master, or if there be no person on board of any such vessel 

to attend to such directions, the harbour master may cause such vessel to be moored, 

unmoored, placed, or removed as he shall think fit, within or at the harbour, dock, or 

pier, or within the prescribed limits, and for that purpose the harbour master may cast 

off, unloose, or cut the rope, or unshackle or break the chain, by which any such 

vessel is moored or fastened; and all expences attending the mooring, unmooring, 

placing, or removing of such vessel shall be paid to the undertakers by the master of 

such vessel: Provided always, that before the harbour master shall unloose or cut any 

rope, or unshackle or break any chain, by which any vessel without any person on 

board to protect the same shall be moored or fastened, he shall cause a sufficient 

number of persons to be put on board of such vessel for the protection of the same. 

 

61. Vessels to have hawsers, etc., fixed to moorings 

Every vessel in the harbour or dock, or at or near the pier, shall have substantial 

hawsers, tow lines, and fasts fixed to the dolphins, booms, buoys, or mooring posts, 

when required by the harbour master; and if any vessel shall be in the harbour or 

dock, or at or near the pier, without substantial hawsers, tow-lines, or fasts fixed as 

aforesaid, after notice from the harbour master to the master of such vessel to furnish 

or fix the same, such master shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not 

exceeding ten pounds. 

 

62. Penalty for wilfully cutting moorings 
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Every person, other than the harbour master, who shall wilfully cut, break or destroy 

the mooring or fastening of any vessel lying in the harbour or dock or at or near the 

pier, shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds. 

 

 

63. Penalty for placing, etc., vessels near the entrance of harbour or dock, etc., 

without permission 
 

As soon as the harbour or dock shall be so far completed as to admit vessels to enter 

therein, no vessel, except with the permission of the harbour master, shall lie or be 

moored in the entrance of the harbour or dock, or within the prescribed limits; and if 

the master of any vessel either place it or suffer it to remain in the entrance of the 

harbour or dock, or within the prescribed limits without such permission, and do not, 

on being required so to do by the harbour master, forthwith proceed to remove such 

vessel, he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding five pounds, and a further sum of 

twenty shillings for every hour that such vessel shall remain within the limits 

aforesaid, after a reasonable time for removing the same has expired after such 

requisition. 

 

64. Vessels to be removed for the purpose of repairing harbour or dock, on notice 

Whenever the undertakers shall deem it necessary, for the purpose of repairing, 

scouring, or cleansing the harbour, dock, or pier, that any vessel lying therein or 

thereat shall be removed therefrom, the master of such vessel shall, within three days 

after notice in writing signed by the harbour master has been given to him, remove 

such vessel according to such notice; and in case of his neglecting so to do, such 

master shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

 

65. Harbour master may remove any vessel, if the master thereof neglect or refuse 

so to do 
 

If the master of such vessel cannot be found, or if he neglect or refuse to remove the 

same, as required by the said notice, the harbourmaster may remove such vessel to 

such station as he shall select, and the expences of such removal shall be paid to the 

undertakers by the owner of the said vessel or the master thereof:  provided always, 

that previous to the repair of harbour, dock, or pier, which shall require the removal 

of the vessels therefrom the harbour master shall give three days notice of such repair 

and of the necessity for such removal to the collector and comptroller of the Customs 

of the district within which the harbour, dock, or pier is situate, or which shall be 

specified for that purpose in special Act, and cause a like notice to be affixed on some 

conspicuous part of such custom house and of the office of the undertakers. 

 

Discharge of cargoes and removal of goods 

68. Removal of goods from the quays, etc., after lying there longer than allowed by 

byelaws 
 

No goods shall be allowed to remain upon any of the piers or quays, or in the 

approaches thereto, for a longer time than shall be allowed by the byelaws of the 

undertakers; and if any goods shall so remain without the consent of the undertakers, 

the harbour master, or any person appointed by the undertakers for that purpose, may 

remove the same to any of the premises of the undertakers, or other convenient place, 

and keep the same until payment to the undertakers of the expences of such removal, 

and of the keeping of the goods; and if such expenses be not paid within seven days 

after demand thereof made upon the owner, or if no such owner can be found the 

harbour master may sell such goods, and out of the proceeds of such sale pay such 

expences, rendering the overplus, if any, to the owner on demand. 

 



10 

Protection of the harbour, dock and pier 

69. Combustible matter on quays, etc., to be removed 

Every person being the owner of or having the charge of any tar, pitch, resin, 

spirituous liquors, turpentine, oil or other combustible thing, which shall be upon any 

quay, dock, or wharf belonging to the undertakers, or on the deck of any vessel 

within the harbour or dock, or at or near the pier, shall cause the same to be removed 

to a place of safety within two hours after being required so to do by notice in 

writing, signed by the harbour master, and if he fail so to do shall forfeit a sum not 

exceeding forty shillings for every hour such combustible thing shall remain in any 

such place as aforesaid after the expiration of two hours from the service of the said 

notice. 

 

70. Combustibles to be guarded during the night 

If any such combustible thing as aforesaid shall remain on any part of the quays or 

works connected with the harbour, dock, or pier, or on the deck of any vessel within 

the harbour or dock, or at or near the pier, after sunset, the owner or person having 

the charge of the same, or on his default the harbour master, at the expence of such 

owner, shall provide a sufficient number of persons to guard the same from half an 

hour before sunset to half an hour after sunrise; and such expence, if not paid by the 

said owner to the undertakers, on demand, shall be ascertained and recovered in the 

same manner as damages for the recovery of which no special provision is made are 

by this Act directed to ascertained and recovered. 

 

72. Power to enter ship and search for and extinguish fires or lights 

The harbour master may enter into any vessel within the harbour or dock, or at or 

near the pier, to search for any fire or light in or suspected to be in such vessel, 

contrary to the provisions of this or the special Act, or of any byelaw made in 

pursuance thereof, and may extinguish the same; and any person who shall obstruct 

the harbour master in the execution of such duty shall for such every offence be liable 

to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

 

73. Penalty for throwing ballast, etc., into harbour or dock 

Every person who shall throw or put any ballast, earth, ashes, stones, or other thing 

into the harbour or dock shall for every such offence be liable to a penalty not 

exceeding five pounds:  Provided always, that nothing in this Act contained shall 

prejudice or prevent any person from adopting any measures which but for the 

passing of this act he would be lawfully entitled to adopt for recovering any land 

which shall at any time have been lost to him, or severed from land belonging to him, 

by reason of the overflowing or washing of any navigable river, or for protecting his 

land from future loss or damage by the overflowing or washing of such navigable 

river. 

 

74. Owner and master of vessel answerable for damage to works – Saving as to 

vessels in charge of licensed pilot 
 

The owner of every vessel or float of timber shall be answerable to the undertakers 

for any damage done by such vessel or float of timber, or by any person employed 

about the same, to the harbour, dock, or pier, or the quays or works connected 

therewith, and the master or person having the charge of such vessel or float of 

timber through whose wilful act or negligence any such damage is done shall also be 

liable to make good the same; and the undertaker may detain any such vessel or float 

of timber until sufficient security has been given for the amount of damage done by 

the same: Provided always, that nothing herein contained shall extend to impose any 

liability for any such damage upon the owner of any vessel, where such vessel shall 
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at the time when such damage is caused be in charge of a duly licensed pilot whom 

such owner or master is bound by law to employ and put his vessel in charge of. 

 

75. Ascertainment and recovery of amount of damage 

If the amount claimed in respect of any such damage as aforesaid do not exceed fifty 

pounds, such damage shall be ascertained, and the amount thereof shall, in England 

or Ireland, be recovered before two justices, and in Scotland before the sheriff; and in 

addition to the remedies hereby provided for the recovery of the same, the justices or 

sheriff before whom the same are recovered may cause the vessel or float of timber 

causing such damage, and any tackle and furniture thereof, to be distrained and kept 

until the amount of damages and costs awarded by them is paid, and, if the same be 

not paid within seven days after such distress or keeping, may cause the property so 

distrained or kept, or any part thereof, to be sold and out of the proceeds of such sale 

may pay the amount of damages and costs awarded by such justices or sheriff, and all 

the charges incurred by the distress, keeping, and sale of such property. 

 

76. Owner paying damages of penalty or costs for act of servant may recover from 

him 
 

If the owner of any vessel or float of timber make satisfaction for any such damage as 

aforesaid wilfully or negligently done by the master or person having charge of such 

vessel or float of timber, or if the owner of any vessel or goods in any other case have 

been compelled to pay any penalty or costs by reason of any act or omission of any 

other person, the person who actually did such damage or who committed such 

offence shall repay to the owner of such vessel costs of the proceedings to enforce 

such repayment, and if such damage or penalty respectively do not exceed fifty 

pounds, the sum may, in England or Ireland, be recovered before two or more 

justices, and in Scotland before the sheriff. 

 

Lighthouses, beacons and buoys 

77. Undertakers to lay down buoys 

The undertakers shall lay down buoys for the guidance of vessels in such situations 

within the limits of the harbour, dock, or pier and of such character, as shall from 

time to time be directed by the Corporation of Trinity House, Deptford Strond, the 

Corporation for preserving and improving the Port of Dublin, or the Commissioners 

of the Northern Lights, respectively, according as the harbour, dock, or pier is 

situated in England, Ireland, or Scotland. 

 

78. Lighthouses, beacons, or sea-marks not to be exhibited or altered without 

sanction of the Trinity House, etc. 
 

The undertakers shall not erect any lighthouse or beacon, or exhibit or allow to be 

exhibited any light, beacon, or sea-mark, without the sanction in writing of the said 

Corporation of Trinity House, of the said Corporation for preserving and improving 

the Port of Dublin, or of the said Commissioners of Northern Lights, respectively, 

according as the harbour, dock or pier is situated in England, Ireland, or Scotland, 

first having been obtained in that behalf; and if any such light, beacon, or sea-mark be 

exhibited with such sanction as aforesaid the same shall not be afterwards altered 

without the like sanction; and every such light, beacon, and sea-mark shall be of such 

power and description, and shall be from time to time discontinued or altered, as the 

said Corporation or Commissioners respectively shall from time to time direct. 

 

Byelaws 

83. Byelaws may be made for all or any of the purposes herein named 

The undertakers may from time to time make such byelaws as they think fit for all or 

any of the following purposes; (that is to say,) 
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For regulating the use of the harbour, dock or pier: 

For regulating the exercise of the several powers vested in the harbour master: 

For regulating the admission of vessels into or near the harbour, dock or pier, 

and their removal out of and from the same, and for the good order and 

government of such vessels whilst within the harbour or dock, or at or near the 

pier: 

For regulating the shipping and unshipping, landing, warehousing, stowing, 

depositing, and removing of all goods within the limits of the harbour, dock, or 

pier, and the premises of the undertakers: 

For regulating (with the consent of the Commissioners of her Majesty’s 

Customs) the hours during which the gates or entrances or outlets to the 

harbour, dock, or pier shall be open: 

For regulating the duties and conduct of all persons, as well the servants of the 

undertakers as others, not being officers of Customs or Excise, who shall be 

employed in the harbour, dock, or pier, and the premises of the undertakers: 

For regulating the use of fires and lights within the harbour, dock, or pier, and 

the premises belonging thereto, and within any vessel being within the harbour 

or dock, or at or near the pier, or within the prescribed limits (if any): 

For preventing damage or injury to any vessel or goods within the harbour or 

dock, or at or near the pier, or on the premises of the undertakers: 

For regulating the use of the cranes, weighing machines, weights and measures 

belonging to the undertakers, and the duties and conduct of all weighers and 

meters employed by them: 

For regulating the duties and conduct of the porters and carriers employed on 

the premises of the undertakers and fixing the rates to be paid to them for 

carrying any goods, articles, or things from or to the same: 

 

And the undertakers may from time to time, as they shall think fit, repeal or alter any 

such byelaws:  Provided always, that such byelaw shall not be repugnant to the laws 

of that part of the United Kingdom where the same are to have effect, or the 

provisions of this or the special Act; and such byelaws shall be reduced into writing, 

and have affixed thereto the common seal of the undertakers, if they be a body 

corporate, or the signatures of the undertakers, or two of them, if they be not a body 

corporate, and, if affecting other persons than the officers or servants of the 

undertakers shall be confirmed and published as herein provided. 


